
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Thursday, October 20, 2011 

 

Contact: David W. Patti 

Office: 717-238-1764 / Cell: 717-329-7207 

dpatti@pabusinesscouncil.org 

www.pabusinesscouncil.org  

TWITTER: PaBizCouncil 
 

PBC SUPPORTS TRANSPORTATION FINANCING LEGISLATION 

 

HARRISBURG –Leaders of some of Pennsylvania’s largest employers approved a policy statement supporting 

the recommendations of Governor Tom Corbett’s Transportation Financing Advisory Commission (TFAC) and 

applaud the recent introduction of legislation to enact those proposals. 

 

Greg Bentley, CEO of Bentley Systems based in Exton and a member of the Pennsylvania Business Council 

Policy Roundtable said senior executives have been working for years to help policymakers understand the 

woeful state of Pennsylvania’s transportation infrastructure and the critical need for new funding dedicated to 

maintenance, repair, replacement and new capacity.  ―Infrastructure in Pennsylvania is at a critical juncture. 

Despite the good work of Pennsylvania’s engineers, the design lifetimes and design capacities of 

our transportation assets have been too long exceeded.  After years of political neglect, increased demand-- 

and the imperative to make the most of the new opportunity for Pennsylvania to again become an economic 

leader in energy in the United States and the world— means we need this commitment to rebuild in 

Pennsylvania, combining the resources of the private sector with state and local government investment‖ said 

Bentley ―The Commission provided strong guidance and a vision that has been embraced by PBC and now by 

Senator Jake Corman in this legislation." 

 

Corman announced a package of bills earlier this week that would implement many of the TFAC 

recommendations.  Corman cited the poor quality of roads and bridges and the impact on drivers and 

businesses in Pennsylvania.  

 

―The Pennsylvania Business Council Policy Roundtable supports the recommendations of the TFAC to create a 

stable, predictable and equitable funding stream of sufficient size to address the Commonwealth’s critical 

transportation infrastructure maintenance needs,‖ said PBC President & CEO David W. Patti.  He said his 

member executives believe ―on the whole, the TFAC recommendations are consistent with an understanding of 

infrastructure as a public good; a ―user pays‖ paradigm; and free market principles.‖ 

 

Michael G. Zanic, co-leader of the Energy, Infrastructure and Resources practice at K&L Gates LLP, a global law 

firm with offices in Pittsburgh and Harrisburg, noted the Pennsylvania Business Council supports the use of 

Public Private Partnerships (P3s) for the construction of new transportation infrastructure, using appropriate 

tolls/fees to pay for construction and maintenance of that specific infrastructure improvement.  ―P3s leverage 

the private sector’s access to global capital markets and capacity for risk-taking,‖ explained Zanic, ―while 

harnessing the administrative systems of government.  P3s have real promise as Pennsylvania contemplates 

expanding infrastructure networks.‖  

 

―The Pennsylvania Business Council believes the most important element of transportation infrastructure 

funding policy is a guarantee that funds collected are used fully and appropriately for transportation 

infrastructure and not diverted to other purposes,‖ commented Patti.  For the full policy statement and more, 

see www.pabusinesscouncil.org.  
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